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Mistress Mary 

Mistress  Mary  quite  contrary, 

How  does  your  garden  grow? 

With  silver  bells  and  cockle  shells, 

And  pretty  maids  all  in  a  row. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Definitions: 

cockle – n. A small mollusk with a rounded or ridge-shaped shell in 

two parts. 

contrary – adj. Not at all in agreement with something. 

maid – n. A young unmarried woman. 
 
metaphor – n. Using a word or phrase that is not meant literally 
but makes a comparison.  
 
The flowers are like pretty maids all in a row.  
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Mary’s Lamb 
(first stanza) 

Mary had a little lamb, 

Its fleece was white as snow; 

And everywhere that Mary went, 

The lamb was sure to go. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Definitions: 

comparison – n. Examining two or more people or things to find 
similarities or differences.  
 
In the poem, the color of the lamb’s fleece (coat) is compared to the 
white of snow. 
 
fleece – n. The coat of wool on a sheep or similar animal. 
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Roses Are Red 

Roses are red, violets are blue, 

Sugar is sweet, and so are you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Definition: 
 
comparison – n. Examining two or more people or things to find 
similarities or differences.  
 
In the poem, the sweetness of sugar is compared to a kind, 
thoughtful, and generous person. 
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Hey! Diddle Diddle! 
 
Hey! Diddle Diddle! 

The cat and the fiddle, 

The cow jumped over the moon; 

The little dog laughed 

To see such sport, 

And the dish ran away with the spoon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Definitions: 

fiddle – n. A musical instrument of the viol or violin family, especially 
the violin.  
 
sport – n. Activity, fun, exercise, pleasure. 
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              Little Boy Blue 

Little boy blue come blow your horn, 

The sheep’s in the meadow, 

The cow’s in the corn; 

Where is the boy that looks after the sheep? 

He’s under the haystack fast asleep! 

Will you wake him? No, not I. 

For if I do, he’s sure to cry. 

Definitions: 

horn – n. A wind instrument usually made of brass and having a long tube with 
a flared end that produces a sound when the player’s lips vibrate together 
into the mouthpiece. 
 
haystack – n. A cone-shaped pile of hay left in a field until it is dry enough to 
be stored. 
 
meadow – n. A grassy field used for producing hay or for grazing domestic 
livestock. 
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A Cat Came Fiddling 

A cat came fiddling out of a barn, 

With a pair of bagpipes under her arm; 

She could sing nothing but fiddle-cum-fee, 

The mouse shall marry the humble-bee. 

Pipe cat, dance mouse; 

We’ll have the wedding at our good house. 

Definitions: 

bagpipes – n. A musical instrument having a flexible bag inflated either by being 
blown into through a tube with valves or by bellows,  a double-reed melody pipe, or 
from one to four drone pipes. 
 
fiddling – v. Playing a musical instrument of the viol or violin family, especially a 
violin.  
 
flexible – adj. Able to bend or be bent. 
 
inflated – v. Filled with air or gas. 
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Peter, Peter Pumpkin-Eater 

Peter, Peter Pumpkin-Eater, 

Had a wife and couldn’t keep her; 

He put her in a pumpkin shell, 

And there he kept her very well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the old days, ordinary people used to eat pumpkins. They were 
cheap, easy to preserve and cook, and were filling. The poem reflects 
this. 
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I Saw A Ship A-Sailing 
 
I saw a ship a-sailing,  
A-sailing on the sea; 
And, oh! it was all laden  
With pretty things for thee! 
There were comfits in the cabin,  
And apples in the hold; 
The sails were made of silk,  
And the masts were made of gold: 
The four-and-twenty sailors, 
That stood between the decks, 
Were four-and-twenty white mice, 
With chains around their necks. 
The captain was a duck, 
With a packet on his back; 
And when the ship began to move, 
The captain said, “Quack! quack!” 
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Definitions 

comfit – n. A candy consisting of a 
piece of fruit, a seed, or a nut in a 
sugar coating. 
 
laden – adj. Carrying a load, usually a 
heavy load. 
 
packet – n. a bag or package. 
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         Jack & Jill 

Jack and Jill went up the hill 
To fetch a pail of water; 
Jack fell down and broke his crown, 
And Jill came tumbling after. 
Then up Jack got and home did trot, 
As fast as he could caper; 
To old dame Dob, 
Who patched his knob, 
With vinegar and brown paper. 
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Definitions: 

caper – v. Leap or run. 
 
crown – n. The top part of the 

      head. 
 
knob – n. The upper round part 
         of the head. 
 



                      MotherGooseCaboose.com 
More Nursery Rhymes/Vocabulary Words.                             p.11. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Little Robin Redbreast Sat Upon A Tree 
 

Little Robin Redbreast sat upon a tree, 

Up went Pussycat, and down went he; 

Down came Pussycat, and away Robin ran; 

Says little Robin Redbreast, “Catch me if you can.” 

 
 
 
 
 
Moral or Lesson to be Learned: Be careful to keep yourself safe. Stay 
out of harms way.  
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Old Mother Goose 
 

Old Mother Goose  

When she wanted to wander, 

Would ride through the air  

On a very fine gander. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Definitions: 
 
gander – n. An adult male goose. 
 
wander – v. To move from place to place, either without a purpose or 
without a known destination. 
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Hickory Dickory Dock 
 

Hickory dickory dock, 

The mouse ran up the clock; 

The clock struck one, 

And down he run, 

Hickory dickory, dock. 

 
 

The Clouds 
 

White sheep, white sheep 

On a blue hill, 

When the wind stops, 

You all stand still. 
 

You walk far away, 

When the wind blows; 

White sheep, white sheep, 

Where do you go? 

Definition: 

metaphor – n. Using a word or phrase that is not meant literally but makes a 
comparison. The clouds in the blue sky are compared to sheep on a hill.  
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Little Robin Redbreast 
 

Little Robin Redbreast 

Pit-pat all the day, 

 Then he opened up his wings, 

And he flew away. 
 

I went to look for Robin. 

Where can Robin be? 

 I found him in the orchard, 

Up in a cherry tree. 

Definition: 

orchard – n. An area of land on which fruit or nut trees are grown, especially 
for commercial (buying or selling) use. 
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The Eency, Weency Spider 
 

The Eenscy, Weency spider, 

Went up the waterspout. 

Down came the rain, 

And washed the spider out. 

Out came the sun, 

And dried up all the rain. 

And the Eency, Weency spider, 

Went up the spout again. 
 

- Anon. 
Definition: 

waterspout – n. A tube or pipe through which water flows. 
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I Have A Little Garden 
 

I have a little garden, 

A garden of my own, 

And every day I water there, 

The seeds that I have sewn. 
 

I love my little garden, 

And tend it with such care, 

You will not find a faded leaf, 

Or blighted blossom there. 

- Anon. 
Definitions: 

blighted – v. Withered, spoiled, or damaged. 

sewn – v. Planted. 
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A Wise Old Owl 
 

A wise old owl sat in an oak, 

The more he heard the less he spoke. 

The less he spoke the more he heard. 

Why aren't we all like that wise old bird? 
 

- Anon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Definition: 

wise – adj. Showing good sense or good judgment based on knowledge and 
experience. Wise people listen to others before speaking. This allows them to make 
better decisions. 
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The Rooster Crows In The Morning 
 

The rooster crows in the morning, 

To tell us when to rise; 

And he that lies too late, 

Will never become wise. 

For early to bed and early to rise, 

Is the way to be healthy, wealthy, and wise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Definitions: 
rooster – n. An adult male bird, especially a domestic fowl.  

wise – adj. Showing good sense or good judgment based on knowledge and 
experience. 
 

Famous saying. Getting a good night’s sleep allows us to be alert and get things 
done during the day. This is good for our health, our use of good judgment, and our 
ability to succeed. 
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       Kind Hearts 
 

Kind hearts are the gardens, 
Kind thoughts are the roots, 
Kind words are the blossoms, 
Kind deeds are the fruits; 
 

Love is the sweet sunshine, 
That warms into life, 
For only in darkness, 
Grow hatred and strife. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Definitions: 

compassionate – adj. Sympathy for the suffering of others, with a desire to help. 
 

kind – adj. Having a generous, warm, caring, loving, and compassionate nature. 
 

love – n. An intense feeling of tender affection. 
 

metaphor – n. Using a word or phrase that is not meant literally but makes a 
comparison.  
 

In the poem, being kind, thoughtful, and loving is like a beautiful garden filled with 
blooming plants that grow in the sunshine. Growth can’t take place in the dark. 
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Let’s Fly Our Kites 

Let’s fly our kites up in the sky, 

Lifted by the wind up high. 

Blowing, blowing, see them going? 

See our kites up high? 
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                    Little Keys 
 

Hearts, like doors, will open with ease 

To very, very, little keys; 

And don’t forget that they are these; 

“I thank you, sir” and “If you please.” 
 

Then let us watch these little things, 

And so respect each other; 

That not a word, or look, or tone 

May wound a friend or brother. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Definition: 

comparison – n. Examining two or more people or things to find similarities or 
differences. We can respect others by the words we use and they will respect us in 
return.   
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Six Little Mice Sat Down To Spin 
 
Six little mice sat down to spin;  

Pussy passed by and she peeped in. 

What are you doing, my little men? 

Weaving coats for gentlemen. 

Shall I come in and cut off your threads? 

No, no, Mistress Pussy, you’d bite off our heads. 

Oh, no, I’ll not; I’ll help you spin. 

That may be so, but you can’t come in. 

 
 
Moral or lesson to be learned: Like the mice, make sure you know who 
your friend is and who someone is that might be a bad influence on you 
or hurt you. 
 

 


